
 

DANIEL 1:1-30

OBSERVE: As curious inves2gators, look intently at the passage and mark 
characters, rela5onships, loca5ons, 5me, ac5ons, repeated words, comparisons, 
contrasts, or other points of tension. Write down observa5ons that were most 
striking:

INTERPRET: Form ques5ons that will help get at why the text was wriAen in this 
way; why the story was communicated with these par5cular words and facts. 
Focus on any observa5ons from above and ask “why is this significant?”

We are focusing on the following scripture for the week of October 21-27: We want to be 
a church that /ps the culture of the South Valley toward vital rela/onship with Jesus. 
Plan/ng God’s Word in our lives, and seeking ways to mul/ply that Word in others is a 
concrete way this vision will happen.  

Take some =me this week with next week’s sermon text and ask God to speak to you and 
your group through God’s Word. Bring your notes next week to engage with the sermon! 

APPLY: What is a concrete applica5on this text is calling you, as a group or as 
individuals, to pursue? Two ques5ons to help you formulate an applica5on:  

How does this passage challenge my current thinking about_________________?  
What is this passage asking of me or my community?  
With whom do I need to share and live out this applica2on?

SERMON NOTES FOR OCTOBER 26/27:

THIS WEEK’S SCRIPTURE:  
DANIEL 3:1-30

SOME QUESTIONS YOU MIGHT ASK AS YOU ENGAGE WITH THE SERMON 
- What were some new observa2ons in the text that God brought up through the 

sermon?  

- Was there anything surprising or new in the way the pastor unpacked this text?  

- What was the Key Idea from this week’s sermon?  

- What ac2on will I take based on what I heard? Check out mhbible.org/study for tools to 
help dig out background and context.



Verses 1-7. The King sets up a a golden image, 90 feet tall x 9 feet wide, and 
commands all the leaders of Babylon to gather, and at the sound of the music 
to bow down and worship this image. It’s worth reading (out loud) these 
opening 7 verses to get a flavor of the “song-and-dance” of the whole charade.  

8 Therefore at that 5me certain Chaldeans came forward and 
maliciously accused the Jews. 9 They declared to King 
Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever! 10 You, O king, have made a 
decree, that every man who hears the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, 
trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, shall fall down and 
worship the golden image. 11 And whoever does not fall down and 
worship shall be cast into a burning fiery furnace. 12 There are 
certain Jews whom you have appointed over the affairs of the 
province of Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These 
men, O king, pay no aAen5on to you; they do not serve your gods 
or worship the golden image that you have set up.” 13 Then 
Nebuchadnezzar in furious rage commanded that Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego be brought. So they brought these men 
before the king. 14 Nebuchadnezzar answered and said to them, “Is 
it true, O Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do not serve 
my gods or worship the golden image that I have set up? 15 Now if 
you are ready when you hear the sound of the horn, pipe, lyre, 
trigon, harp, bagpipe, and every kind of music, to fall down and 
worship the image that I have made, well and good. But if you do 
not worship, you shall immediately be cast into a burning fiery 
furnace. And who is the god who will deliver you out of my hands?” 
16 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and said to the 
king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we have no need to answer you in this 
maAer. 17 If this be so, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us 
from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver us out of your 
hand, O king. 18 But if not, be it known to you, O king, that we will 
not serve your gods or worship the golden image that you have set 
up.” 19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was filled with fury, and the 
expression of his face was changed against Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego. He ordered the furnace heated seven 5mes more 

than it was usually heated. 20 And he ordered some of the mighty 
men of his army to bind Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, and to 
cast them into the burning fiery furnace. 21 Then these men were 
bound in their cloaks, their tunics, their hats, and their other 
garments, and they were thrown into the burning fiery furnace. 22 
Because the king’s order was urgent and the furnace overheated, 
the flame of the fire killed those men who took up Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego. 23 And these three men, Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, fell bound into the burning fiery furnace. 
24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar was astonished and rose up in haste. 
He declared to his counselors, “Did we not cast three men bound 
into the fire?” They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.” 25 
He answered and said, “But I see four men unbound, walking in the 
midst of the fire, and they are not hurt; and the appearance of the 
fourth is like a son of the gods.” 26 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near 
to the door of the burning fiery furnace; he declared, “Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come 
out, and come here!” Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego 
came out from the fire. 27 And the satraps, the prefects, the 
governors, and the king’s counselors gathered together and saw 
that the fire had not had any power over the bodies of those men. 
The hair of their heads was not singed, their cloaks were not 
harmed, and no smell of fire had come upon them. 28 
Nebuchadnezzar answered and said, “Blessed be the God of 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who has sent his angel and 
delivered his servants, who trusted in him, and set aside the king’s 
command, and yielded up their bodies rather than serve and 
worship any god except their own God. 29 Therefore I make a 
decree: Any people, na5on, or language that speaks anything 
against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be torn 
limb from limb, and their houses laid in ruins, for there is no other 
god who is able to rescue in this way.” 30 Then the king promoted 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego in the province of Babylon. 
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